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France’s Trade Figures With Africa Provided 


Q95SAF0078A Paris MARCHES TROPICAUX ET 
MEDITERRANEENS in French 31 Mar 95 
pp 674-677 


[Unattributed article: "France’s Trade With Africa in 
1994; Imports Stagnate, Despite Some Airplane Sales; 
Imports Pick Up Again; Morocco Still Main Supplier; 
Algeria Still Number One Customer"] 


[FBIS Translated Text] For the second consecutive year, 
France’s CIF/FOB trade balance recorded a surplus 
thanks to a rise in exports (+10.7%) that, in terms of 
percentage, was slightly higher than that for imports 
(+9.6%). The overall surplus only declined 5 billion 
francs; as for the percentage by which imports were 
covered by exports, it only went from 102.8 to 102.1%. 


The trend in sales was a general one. The most no- 
ticeable trends were recorded with the European Eco- 
nomic Community (+12.4%)—which is not surprising— 
and also with the Far East (+16.7%)—which is more so. 


The increase in foreign purchases as well was a general 
one. However, one major exception can be noted, the 
Near East (-6.5%), which might just be transitory. As 
table 1 shows, it was the European Union (+13.4%), 
the other European countries (+11.2%), North America 
(+10.4%), and especially Latin America (+17.4%) that 
expanded their deliveries to France in 1994 the most. 
(See table 1.) 


It might be said that trade with Africa saw a trend 
comparable to that for all of France's foreign trade. 
But that trend was a lot less clear. Exports to the 
African continent only grew 2.6%; the rise in imports 
was greater (+8.3%) but it too remained below average. 
After the disastrous year of 1993, we have not returned 
to the trading levels we had been accustomed to 
up through 1992. Furthermore, Africa’s share again 
declined. 


This decline was a good deal more pronounced in ex- 
ports (6.2%, as compared with 6.7%) than in imports 
(4.6%, as compared with 4.7%). The coverage percent- 
age as well (138.7%, as compared with 146.6%) also 
contracted. (See table 2.) 


Imports: The Country-by-Country Trend 


Overall, if the trend in French imports from Africa 
was fairly notable in relation to the previous year, it 
was far from being uniform. Certain countries even 
saw their shipments to France contract; such was the 
case especially of Libya (-3.6%), Gabon (-10.4%), and 
especially Egypt (-23.8%). 
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The most dramatic trends were recorded by Nige- 
ria (+39.1%)—doubtless because of oil—Madagascar 
(+33.7%)—which, it is true, had fallen very low—South 
Africa (+16.4%), and Senegal (+15.4%),. 


Growth was more moderate in the case of Cameroon 
(+11.4%), Cote d'Ivoire (+9.9%), Tunisia (+9.5%), 
Morocco (+9.2%), and Algeria (+6.4%). 


This increase was negligible when it came to Mauritius 
(+1.4%). (See table 3.) 


Trends by Product 


With the exception of oil and petroleum products, whose 
receipts remained stable both in quantity and value, 
most of the main French imports from Africa increased. 
Those trends were: 


* relatively modest when it came to fruit, canned 
fish, and clothing (between 8 and 11%); 

* more substantial when it came to cocoa and ores 
(17 to 18%); 

* much more pronounced in the case of timber (46%) 
and especially coffee (62%). 


It will be seen that the growth, in value, of cocoa and 
coffee imports was accompanied by a reduction in the 
quantities imported. On the other hand, the per unit price 
of hosiery items declined. 


Declines were relatively few and not very pronounced. 
They affected mainly vegetables (-4%), inorganic chem- 
ical products (-4%), and sugar (-7%). In those three 
cases, the declines were due in large measure to a drop 
in per unit prices. 


Main Imported Products 


Classifying the four main categories of products im- 
ported from Africa did not undergo any changes in re- 
lation to 1993: combustibles and fuels continued to be 
a good deal ahead of clothing, hosiery, and fruit. 


The following, however, increased: 


* timber (+3.6%), at a cost to inorganic chemical 
products (2.3%); 

* coffee (3.0%) and ores (2.1%), which did better 
than vegetables (1.1%) and canned fish (2.0%); 

* cocoa (1.7%), which moved ahead of sugar (1.6%); 

¢ aluminum (1.4%). 


Africa’s Share of Imports 


Africa’s share of France’s imports, which was particu- 
larly small overall (4.6%), did however exceed 20 per- 
cent in 1994 when it came to combustibles and fuels 
(20.1%), ores (22.9%), vegetables (23.3%), canned meat 
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and fish (24.3%), sugar (25.9%), coffee, tea, and spices 
(29.0%), and clothing (30.3%). 


This share was greater than 10% in the case of inor- 
ganic chemical products (10.6%), fruit (14.4%), cocoa 
(15.3%—which is relatively little), hosiery (17.7%), and 
timber (18.3%). 


It also exceeded the average in the case of aluminum 
(5.6%). (See table 4.) 


Main Suppliers 


The classification scheme for France’s main African 
suppliers did not undergo any major changes in 1994. 
Still leading we find Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and 
Nigeria (which advanced), which together accounted for 
57% of the total. 


Cote d'Ivoire (6.3%) remained in fifth place, far behind 
the first four and ahead of South Africa (5.2%). 


In seventh place in 1993, Gabon (3.9%) was preceded 
in 1994 by Cameroon (4.1%) and Libya (also 4.1%). 


Mauritius (2.8%) surged past Egypt (2.2%), which in 
turn was followed by Madagascar (2.0%), which last 
year did better than Senegal (1.2%). 


Imports from other countries only accounted for 10.9% 
of the total. (See table 5.) 


Exports: Variations by Country 


We have seen that overall French exports to Africa only 
increased 2.6% in 1994. 


This quasi-stability was also the result of deeply diver- 
gent movements. 


Very strong declines were recorded for countries such 
as Tunisia (-11%), Cameroon (-16%), Cote d'Ivoire (- 
16%), Egypt (-18%), Nigeria (-20%), Congo (-22%), 
Gabon (-28%), and Libya (-28%). 


Fortunately these declines were compensated for by 
advances recorded in particular for Morocco (+6%), 
the Canary Islands (+10%), Algeria (+12%), Reunion 
(+17%), and Madagascar (+18%). 


It may be noted that no country in the franc zone appears 
on the list above. (See table 6.) 


Variations by Product 


The slight increase in French exports to Africa noted 
in 1994 (+8.6%) was wholly due to a fivefold increase 
in deliveries of aeronautical materiel—shipments which, 
as we know, vary greatly from one year to the other. 
All other exports declined. 
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However, notable gains occurred in the case of essential 
oils and toilet articles (+12%), fuels (+17%), clothing 
(+19%), and iron, cast iron, and steel products (+19%). 


The growth was a lot less stronger in the area of paper 
and cardboard (+5%), plastics (+7%), discontinuous 
synthetic and artificial fibers (+7%), organic chemical 
products (+7%), and cotton (+8%). 


This growth was practically zero in the area of meat and 
miscellaneous chemical products (less than 1%), electri- 
cal materiel, cars, and optical and precision equipment 
(2%) as well as pharmaceutical products (3%). 


Even certain declines were recorded; they were slight 
in the cases of machines and mechanical equipment 
and flour and sugar (3 to 4%) but were greater when 
it came to steel products (-9%), rubber, dairy products, 
and wheat (-14% each). 


Main Exported Products 


Despite the relative stagnation of sales, in 1994 mechan- 
ical machines and equipment (15.8%), electrical equip- 
ment (10.7%), cars (8.9%), and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts (7.0%) remained by far the main products exported 
by France to Africa. But together these four categories 
only accounted for 42.4% of the total, as compared with 
43.8% the previous year. 


Aeronautical materiel (4.3%) has temporarily, it seems, 
moved into fifth place. This incursion did not change 
the ranking of iron, cast iron, and steel products 
(3.1%), plastics (2.3%), miscellaneous chemical prod- 
ucts (2.2%), and paper and cardboard (1.7%). 


It did make grains (3.8%), dairy products (1.8%), and 
sugar (1.7%) drop one rank, the decline being greater in 
the case of optical and precision equipment (2.8%) and 
rubber items (1.0%, as compared with 1.2% in 1993). 


The only products that improved their standing were 
flour (1.7%), combustibles and fuels (1.5%), organic 
chemical products (1.2%), cotton (2.1%), and discon- 
tinuous synthetic or artificial fibers (1.1%); here we are 
dealing with products that, as we realize, do not play a 
vital role in French exports to Africa. (See table 7). 


Africa’s Share of Exports 


We have said that, overall, French sales to Africa in 
1994 had only accounted for 6.2% of exports to all 
destinations. 


This relatively modest average was drawn upward 
by deliveries of cast iron, iron, or steel (10.2%), 
grains (12.8%), sugar (13.7%), discontinuous synthetic 
or artificial fibers (14.6%), pharmaceutical products 
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(21.7%), cotton (24.5%), and especially flour (27.4%)— 
i.e., for the most part not very processed products. 


On the other hand, Africa was a marginal outlet 
for organic chemical products (2.4%), iron, cast iron, 
and steel (2.6%), toilet articles (2.9%), rubber (3.6%), 
combustibles and fuels (4.0%), plastics (4.1%), cars 
(4.8%), paper and cardboard (5.0%), meat (5.4%), and 
equipment for air navigation (3.6%). 


Its share barely varied from the average when it 
came to dairy products (6.4%), clothing (6.6%), optical 
and precision equipment (7.0%), electrical equipment 
(7.4%), mechanical machines and equipment (7.5%), 
and miscellaneous chemical products (8.3%). 


France’s Main African Customers 


France’s five main African customers remained the 
same in 1994. However Aigeria demonstrated its lead- 
ership in relation to Morocco and especially in relation 
to Tunisia—still followed by Reunion and, much further 
back, Egypt. 


In fifth place in 1993, this time Cote d’Ivoire was very 
largely outpaced by South Africa. 


Next in the rankings we can see: 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 3 


* a nice upward surge by Mauritius, which went past 
Congo, Cameroon, Libya, Gabon, and Nigeria, 

¢ a clear decline by Gabon, Libya, and Congo, and 

* progress for Madagascar if not in rank at least in 
terms of percentage (cf. table 5). 


The Trade Balance 


We have seen that the surplus in France’s balance of 
trade with Africa was cut by close to 10% in 1994 but 
had, nevertheless, remained very high. 


As shown in table 8, one-third of this surplus is due 
to trade with Reunion. Its relative stability was brought 
about largely by the highly positive trade balances with 
Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia, and South Africa as well. 


On the other hand, we can see that trade with Morocco 
was almost in balance and that deficits were recorded 
not just with oil suppliers such as Gabon, Libya, and 
Nigeria especially, but also with members of the franc 
zone such as Cameroon and Cote d'Ivoire. 


Besides, in an upcoming article we shall look at the 
trend—clearly an unfavorable one—in France’s trade 
with the countries of Africa. 


Table 1: France’s Foreign Trade, 1994 


Groups of Amounts (in billions of Variations in percentage, 1994/1993 (percentages rounded off) | percentage of 
countries francs coverage 

Imports Exports Imports Exports 

+ + 

European Union 752 782 13 12 104.0 
Other European 129 128 11 7 99.2 
countries 
Africa 58 80 8 3 138.7 
North America 117 100 10 $ 85.5 
Latin America 27 48 17 7 177.8 
Middle East 29 36 6 3 124.1 
Far East 129 105 5 17 81.4 
Oceania 6 10 20 8 166.7 
Miscellaneous 170 2 
Total 1,264 1,291 10 11 102.1 
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Table 2: France’s Trade With Africa 


Years Amounts (in billions of francs) percentage of Africa's share (percent) 
coverage 
Imports Exports Surplus Imports Exports 
1990 65.9 84.7 18.8 128.5 5.2 7.4 
1991 65.9 84.2 18.3 127.8 5.1 7.0 
1992 59.3 81.4 22.1 137.2 4.7 6.6 
1993 53.2 77.9 24.7 146.6 4.7 6.7 
1994 57.6 79.9 22.3 138.7 4.6 6.2 


Table 3: French Imports From Africa; Variations in Percent 1993-94 


Countries Products 
Names Variations (percent) Product names Variations (percent) 

+ + . 
Egypt 24 Sugar 7 
Gabon 10 Inorganic chemical 4 

products 
Libya 4 Vegetables 4 
Mauritius l Combustibles and I 
fuels 

Algeria 6 Fruit 8 
Morocco 9 Hosiery 10 
Tunisia 10 Canned fish 10 
Cote d'Ivoire 10 Clothing 11 
Cameroon 11 Cocoa 17 
Senegal 15 Ores 18 
South Africa 16 Timber 46 
Madagascar 34 Coffee 62 
Nigeria 39 
All countries 8 All products 8 


Table 4: Principal Products Imported From Africa 


Products Amounts (millions of French Percentage of imports 
francs) 
From Africa From All Sources 
Combustibles and fuels 19.510 33.8 20.1 
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Products Amounts (millions of French Percentage of imports 
francs) 

Clothing 7,877 13.7 30.3 
Hosiery 3,810 6.6 17.7 
Fruit 3,229 5.6 23.3 
Timber 2,055 3.6 18.3 
Coffee, tea, spices 1,704 3.0 29.0 
Inorganic chemical products 1,354 2.3 10.6 
Ores 1,214 2.1 22.9 
Canned fish 1,181 2.0 24.3 
Vegetables 1,117 1.9 14.4 
Cocoa and preparations 980 1.7 15.3 
Sugar 912 1.6 25.9 
Aluminum 826 1.4 5.6 
Other products 11,855 20.7 

Total 57,624 100.0 46 


Table 5: France’s Main African Suppliers and Customers in 1994 


Suppliers Customers 
Countries Amounts (in percent Countries Amounts (in percent 
millions of francs) millions of francs) 
Morocco 11,862 20.2 Algeria 13,355 16.7 
Algeria $,284 14.4 Morocco 12,035 15.1 
Tunisia 6,677 11.6 Tunisia 9,846 12.3 
Nigeria 6,022 10.5 Reunion 8,074 10.1 
Cote d'Ivoire 3,615 6.3 Egypt 4,765 6.0 
South Africa 3,011 5.2 South Africa 4,584 5.7 
Cameroon 2,376 4.1 Cote d’ Ivoire 2,958 3.7 
Libya 2,335 4.1 Mauritius 2,545 3.2 
Gabon 2,263 3.9 Nigeria 2,528 3.2 
Mauritius 1,641 2.8 Senegal 2,001 2.5 
Egypt 1,274 2.2 Cameroon 1,680 2.1 
Madagascar 1,138 2.0 Gabon 1,632 2.0 
Senegal 1,009 18 Libya 1,408 1.8 
Other countries 6,117 10.9 Madagascar 1,056 1.3 
Congo 997 1.2 
—_ Canary Islands 951 1.2 
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Suppliers Customers 
Other countries 9,497 11.9 
Total 57,624 100.0 Total 79,912 100.0 
Table 6: French Exports to Africa; Variations in Percentage 1993-94 
Countries Products 
Name of country Variations (in percent) Product names Variations (in percent) 
+ + 
Libya 28 Dairy products 14 
Gabon 28 Grains 14 
Congo 22 Rubber 14 
Nigeria 20 Iron and steel 9 
products 
Egypt 18 Mechanical 4 
machines and 
apparatus 
Cote d'Ivoire 16 Sugar 4 
Cameroon 16 Flour 4 
Tunisia 1 Meat 
Morocco 6 Miscellaneous 
chemical products 
Canary Islands 10 Electrical equipment 2 
Algeria 12 Automobiles 2 
Reunion 17 Precision equipment 2 
Madagascar 19 Pharmaceutical 3 
products 
Paper and cardboard 5 
Organic chemical 7 
products 
Discontinuous fibers 7 
Plastics 7 
Cotton 8 
Toiletries 12 
Fuels 17 
Clothing 19 
Iron, cast iron, and 19 
steel items 
Aeronautical 395 
materiel 
All countries 9 All products 9 
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Table 7: Main Products Exported to Africa 


Products Amounts (millions of francs) Percentage of exports to 

Africa Other destinations 
Mechanical machines and 12,614 15.8 7.5 
apparatus 
Electrical materiel 8,566 10.7 7.4 
Automobiles 7,111 8.9 48 
Pharmaceutical products 5,573 7.0 21.7 
Aeronautical materiel 3,455 43 5.6 
Grains 3,068 3.8 12.8 
Cast iron, iron, and steel items 2,517 3.1 10.2 
Optical and precision equipment 2,254 2.8 7.0 
Plastics 1,872 2.3 4.1 
Miscellaneous chemical products 1.721 2.2 8.3 
Cotton 1,656 2.1 24.5 
Dairy products 1,434 18 6.4 
Flour 1,382 1.7 27.4 
Sugar 1,376 1.7 13.7 
Paper and cardboard 1,347 1.7 5.0 
Combustibles and fuels 1,238 1.5 4.0 
Clothing 1,144 14 6.6 
Meat 1,096 1.4 5.4 
Iron, cast iron, and steel 1,064 13 2.6 
Organic chemical products 972 1.2 2.4 
Other products 28,455 23.3 
Total 79,913 100.0 6.2 


Table 8: France’s Balance of Trade With Africa, 1994 (millions of francs) 


Deficits Surpluses 

Countries Amounts Countries Amounts 
Madagascar 82 Reunion 7,403 
Gabon 631 Algeria 5,071 
Cote d’ Ivoire 657 Egypt 3,491 
Cameroon 698 Tunisia 3,169 
Libya 927 South Africa 1,573 
Nigeria 3,494 Senegal 992 
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Deficits Surpluses 

Mauritius 904 
Canary Islands 880 
Congo 632 
Morocco 173 

Other countries (balance) 4,989 

Africa 22,288 


‘War’ on Drugs Plan Drafted at Interpol Meeting 


MBO0196180995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT I Jun 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Africa’s top policemen have 
declared war on drugs. Representatives from drug 
enforcement agencies from 30 countries of the continent 
have been meeting in Lusaka to map out a strategy to 
combat the scourge of drugs. The meeting is also being 
attended by delegates from American, European, and 
Asian countries. From Lusaka, we have just received 
this fax report from Rob Makai: 


The meeting came up with a 10-point plan of action 
to fight the $400 billion drug trade in Africa. ‘The 
policemen there identified money laundering as one 
of the danger problems and they recommended that 
African countries should revise their banking laws so 
that drug barons can be properly investigated. It is 
estimated that $100 billion worth of drug money has 
been used to establish banks in Africa. They also 
turned their attention to cannabis, and despite a plea 
from Lesotho that it was impossible to control the 
powerful and armed cannabis gangs in the kingdom, 
the conference called for the total banning of cannabis 
cultivation. Other resolutions called for the signing 
of extradition treaties, checks on forged nationality 
documents, and the establishment of specialized anti- 
drug bureaus in countries where they still don’t exist. 


The resolution to have a thorough investigation into 
the identities and nationalities of suspects was sparked 
off by Zambia’s Home Affairs Minister Chitalu Sampa, 
who at the opening session embarrassed some delegates 
by publicly naming several countries whose nationalities 
he charged were engaged in drug trafficking. The 
minister revealed that cocaine was being smuggled 
from South Africa through Zambia to markets in New 
York, Paris, Brussels, Frankfurt, and London. Mandrax 
and heroin, he said, were originating from the Indian 
subcontinent to South Africa and Zambia via Kenya and 
Tanzania by road or air. There is also a new drug which 
has recently appeared on the Zambian market known 
as (Thulab), a raw form of opium which Sampa said 
was traded mostly by West Africans and Zairians. He 
confessed to Zambia’s own role ir. the drug trade with 
the cultivation of cannabis in the Southern Province, and 
he named neighboring Zimbabwe, Botswana, Malawi, 
Namibia, and South Africa as the consumer market for 
the stuff. 


Interpol President Bjorn Erickson told the conference 
that drug dealers are taking advantage of the liberalized 
economies to pose as investors and associate themselves 
in business and politics. The Swedish police boss 
regretted that most African governments were cutting 
their police budgets at a time when more resources were 
needed to fight drug trafficking and crime endangering 
the moral fabric of society and national development. 
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Burundi 
Violent Ethnic Clashes Continue in Bujumbura 


Residents Report 11 Dead 


AB0106141895 Paris AFP in English 
1341 GMT 1 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, June 1 (AFP) — 
The death toll in fighting in Bujumbura between Hutu 
militias and troops of the Tutsi-dominated army rose to 
at least 11 Thursday [1 June], residents said. 


The official toll was put at one soldier and two civilians 
killed, but residents of the two Hutu neighbourhoods 
where the shooting started Wednesday morning said at 
least four soldiers and seven civilians were dead. 


Intermittent shooting — intense at times — was contin- 
uing Thursday as most residents remained indoors and 
the army blocked relief workers, diplomats and jour- 
nalists from entering the two northern suburbs, Kinama 
and Kamenge. 


Witnesses said that at times the soldiers were firing trom 
their armoured cars despite an absence of return fire, 
but the army maintained that “armed gangs" — Hutu 
militias — had precipitated the fighting by opening fire 
on the troops. 


Thursday was the second anniversary of the election of 
Melchior Ndadaye as Burundi’s first president from the 
Hutu majority. 


He was assassinated on October 21, 1993, during a coup 
attempt which was followed by ethnic fighting that led 
to tens of thousands of deaths. 


The tiny central African country has teetered on the 
brink of civil war ever since, with fears mounting of 
a bloobath similar to that in neighbouring Rwanda last 
year, when extremist Hutus butchered more than half- 
a-million men, women and children. 


Burundi has the same ethnic mix as did pro-war Rwanda 
— 85 percent Hutu and 14 percent Tutsi. 


Cibitoke-Bujumbura Road Disrupted 


EA0106170395 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1244 GMT I Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, | Jun (ABP) — The 
link between Cibitoke Province in northwestern Burundi 
and the capital, Bujumbura, has been broken off since 
30 May by attackers who fire at any motorist venturing 
on the Bujum.‘ ura-Cibitoke road, according to the ABP 
correspondent on the spot. The ABP correspondent said 
that for some time now, a pamphlet has been circulated 
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in the region warning traders who still come to the 
region for foodstuffs supplies destined for the capital. 


On 28 May, a truck driver was attacked at Murambi, 
which is halfway between Bujumbura and Cibitoke. The 
attackers stole all his money. On 30 May, they killed 
two people who were driving to the region, thereby 
disrupting traffic on that road. The region, which is 60 
km from Bujumbura, is one of the major granaries for 
the capital, and is also the main producer of tomatoes 
and banana beer. 


In Bujumbura, where an important OAU ministerial 
delegation led by the OAU secretary general is ready to 
get down to the job of restoring peace, heavy automatic 
fire between Hutu extremists and security forces in 
Kamenge and Kinama in northern Bujumbura, which 
has been heard since yesterday, has reportedly resulted 
in the death of six people, including a soldier, according 
to a ruling Front for Democracy in Burundi MP, who 
said he had personally seen five dead bodies. 


Mr. Mathias Hitimana, president of the opposition Peo- 
ple’s Reconciliation Party, has strongly criticized the 
OAU secretary general, who held talks yesterday with 
political party representatives. Mr. Hitimana notably 
pointed out that Salim Ahmed Salim of Tanzania does 
not want the issue of the former Rwandan Armed 
Forces, and the intagoheka [Burundian Hutu extremists] 
and the Interahamwe [Rwandan Hutu extremists] mili- 
tia, who constitute a threat to peace in the subregion to 
be touched on, and that he contents himself with saying 
that the issue will be examined in a regional framework. 
Mr. Ahmed Salim will hold another round of talks with 
representatives of political parties in Bujumbura tomor- 
row before ending his five-day visit to Burundi. 


Army Cordons Off Hutu Districts 


LDO106194095 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT I Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Precarious calm is prevailing in 
Bujumbura, the capital of Burundi, this evening. Fight- 
ing resumed this morning in the district of Kamenge 
after a lull last night. 


Bujumbura residents say that at least 11 people — in- 
cluding four soldiers — were killed in clashes yesterday 
on 31 May. According to official reports, three people 
were killed, including three soldiers and one civilian. 


This morning the army prevented NGUs [Nongovern- 
mental Organizations] from travelling to the north of the 
capital. 


This evening the last Hutu districts of Bujumbura were 
cordoned off by the Burundi Army. This is what the 
AFP correspondent has reported. 


foe report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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An OAU mission has been in Burundi since 30 May. 


Situation Said ‘Really Precarious’ 
EA0206101595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The security situation in many 
parts of the country remains really precarious. The gov- 
ernment intends to implement ari effective disarmament 
policy, a policy which currently has serious shortcom- 
ings. 


In the northern districts of Bujumbura, gunshots thun- 
der nnceasingly during the night. Kamenge began its 
macabre music yesterday evening at around 1900; the 
event has become commonplace. The real (?victims) 
[words indistinct] will most likely remain unknown, 
because al! sources of information who are contacted 
obligingly keep an insolent silence. Meanwhile, foreign 
radios continue to misinform the entire world. Since 
journalists do not have access to armored tanks to en- 
able them to enter the area, it is difficult for us to report 
to the national and international communities. Accord- 
ing to military sources reached by phone this morning, 
the Burundi Army reportedly has the situation under 
control -— but for how long? 


Situation in Suburbs Now ‘Calm’ 


EA0206123895 Bujumbura ABP in French 
0925 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bujumbura, 2 June (ABP) — 
The sound of weapons stopped this morning, according 
to on the spot reports in Kamenge, after two days 
of intense confrontation between the Tutsi-dominated 
Armed Forces and Hutu extremists. The toll from the 
combat, which occurred in the suburbs of Kinama 
and Kamenge in the north of the capital, Bujumbura, 
remains unknown. 


Despite this relative calm, the Armed Forces are still 
positioned face to face with the assailants. 


Meanwhile, OAU Secretary General Salim Ahmed 
Salim, who has been on a five-day visit to Bujumbura 
since 30 May, has strongly criticized the Burundi po- 
litical class, which has not been making any headway 
in negotiations to restore peace in Burundi. 


The president of the National Assembly, Mr. Leonce 
Ngendakumana, has called on the executive to take re- 
sponsibility by disarming the armed groups and punish- 
ing the warmongers. He also warned the executive of 
the possible sad consequences that this situation might 
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have for the future of the national economy. [passage 
omitted] 


Chad 


Troops Seize Newspaper Office, Take Director 


LD0106200395 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 1 Jun 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] According to aid agency sources 
in Chad, troops have just surrounded the premises of 
ure NDJAMENA-HEBDO newspaper and ransacked 
it. Several journalists who were there were reportedly 
beaten up. The director of the publication and a journal- 
ist were taken off by troops to an unknown destination. 


On 4 May the paper condemned the behavior of the 
Chadian Army, which it described as a foreign army 
and an occupation force, alluding to the situation in 
the south. After the article appeared, the editor in chief 
was summoned to see the information minister and the 
defense minister — details related by the paper in one of 
its numbers. The edito.s have been living under pressure 
and with threats for a month. 


Rwanda 


‘Genocide’ Bishops Denied Official Burial 


EA3105164095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
0515 GMT 31 May 95 


(“BIS Transc:ibed Text] The Rwandese National As- 
semoly, in a meeting on Monday [29 May], examined 
the issue of providing an official burial to bishops Vin- 
cent Nsengiyumva, Thadee Nsengiyumva, and Joseph 
Ruzindana. The assembly identified the iate bishops 
as people who had a major role in executing geno- 
cide in Rwanda, and all, particularly Bishop Vincent 
Nsengiyumva, as people who preached the ideology of 
MRND [Republican National Movement for Democ- 
racy and Development], late President Juvenal Habya- 
rimana’s political party. 


Therefore, the Rwandese National Assembly, in its press 
release, is calling upon all the Rwandese people to 
stop any attempts of giving an official burial to the 
late bishops, who are said to have been perpetrators of 
genocide. 


In reaction to this incident, the National Assembly 
has decided to put into force an immediate decree 
prohibiting Rwandese people from giving any type of 
honor to the perpetrators of genocide. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Kenya 


President Moi in Talks With SPLM’s John Garang 


EA0106193195 Nairobi KNA in English 
1752 GMT | Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 1 Jun (KNA) — His 
Excellency President Daniel arap Moi this evening at 
State House, Nairobi, held talks with the chairman of 
the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM], 
Colonel John Garang. 


The chairman briefed President Moi on the situation in 
southern Sudan, especially in connection with the cease- 
fire. President Moi is the chairman of the IGADD [Inter- 
governmental Authority on Drought and Development] 
sponsored peace initiative in the Sudan. 


Colonel Garang informed President Moi that the cease- 
fire had already been violated by the Khartoum gov- 
ernment. He said that after President Moi’s recent visit 
to Khartoum, whereby he called for an extension of 
the cease-fire, the Khartoum government violated the 
same two days later. These violations notwithstand- 
ing, Colonel Garang accepted to continue observing the 
cease-fire because of the respect he has for President 
Daniel arap Moi. He accepted in principle that the cease- 
fire be monitored subject to modalities acceptable by 
both the parties in [the] conflict. 


Sudanese Aid Worker Shot in Lokichokio 


EA3005161995 Nairobi KNA in English 
0730 GMT 30 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 30 May (KNA) — A 
Sudanese employee of MEDIC — an NGO [nongovern- 
mental organization] that specializes in drilling for water 
— was shot dead in Lokichokio, northern Kenya, early 
yesterday by robbers trying to steal a high-frequency 
radio from the MEDIC compound on the northern edge 
of the town. 


William Deng, age 40, from Aweil, southern Sudan, had 
been working for MEDIC for six years. His body will be 
taken to Kakuma where his family are living as refugees 
from Sudan’s long-running civil war. He is survived by 
his wife and children. 


MEDIC, which stands for Medical Emergency Devel- 
opment International Committee, is contracted to the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to drill bore- 
holes in southern Sudan, where less than 10 per cent of 
people have access to clean water and an estimated one 
in five children die before their first birthday. 
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Lokichokio is the main relief base for Operation Lifeline 
Sudan (OLS), an emergency relief programme for war- 
affected civilians in southern Sudan. It is coordinated 
by two UN agencies — UNICEF and the World Food 
Programme — working in partnership with more than 
30 NGO's. 


Uganda 


Assembly Debates Future Constitution, Politics 


AB3105114095 Paris AFP in Engiish 
1103 GMT 30 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kampala, 30 May (AFP) — 
Uganda’s constitution-makers started debate Tuesday 
[30 May] on the political system best suited for the 
country, with supporiers of President Yoweri Museveni 
expected to argue strongly against the reintroduction of 
political pluralism. 


Museveni, who came to power nine years ago after wag- 
ing a five-year guerrilla was against the government of 
President Milton Obote, favours what he calls a party- 
less system, saying multi-party politics would plunge 
Uganda back into political and ethnic turmoil. But po- 
litical parties, which Museveni barred from engaging in 
active politics after he seized power, are agitating for a 
return to political pluralism and have accused the presi- 
dent of attempting to prolong dictatorship by his ruling 
National Resistance Movement (NRM). 


NRM supporters dominate the 284-strong constituent 
assembly, which is expected to come up with a new 
constitution for the country before the end of June, and 
have pledged to fight for the continuation of Museveni’s 
rule for another five years after the constitution is 
promulgated. 


Sources within the Constituent Assembly said delegates 
loyal to the NRM had also rejected a compromise option 
calling for the formation of a government of national 
unity to rule for three years and prepare the groundwork 
for multi-party general elections. 


Reports from around the country meanwhile said a 12- 
day voter-registration exercise scheduled to start on 
Monday failed to get off the ground mainly because of 
apathy and poor organisation. Museveni promised last 
year that general elections would be held in December 
this year. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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First Year of Government’s Foreign Policy 
Reviewed 


MB2705195095 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 27 May 95 p 14 


[Commentary by Greg Mills, director of studies at the 
South African Institute of International Affairs: "SA 
foreign policy has travelled far, but in what direction?") 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The recent formalisation of 
diplomatic ties with the PLO has outwardly settled 
another of our foreign policy conundrums. 


But there are some who maintain that South Africa does 
not have a foreign policy — "only a set of impulses" 
— and that we have not capitalised sufficiently on our 
dramatic reentry on to the world stage. Instead we have 
a policy full of inconsistencies and contradictions. 


Certainly the recent parliamentary foreign policy budget 
debate demonstrated a lack of consensus in many areas 
of our foreign relations. Disquiet was voiced from 
within the ANC’s own ranks as to the undemocratic 
nature of foreign policymaking, and that the budget 
allocations did not reflect the stated priority towards the 
African continent. 


And, in addition to opposition grumblings about the 
Boesak affair, there was criticism on the one hand about 
the treatment of members of the "old" Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) who had been passed over for 
promotion by the "new" intake, and on the other about 
the under-representation of women in the DFA ranks. 


In some circles this debate has, perhaps unfairly, been 
presented in terms of a choice between career diplomats 
and political appointments. 


Since April last year, South Africa has travelled far 
down the road of international acceptance and inclusion 
begun in 1990. 


At one level, this has taken the form of an increase in 
the number of South African representations abroad (up 
from 39 missions in 1990 to 124 by the end of 1994) 
and foreign missions in South Africa (from 36 in 1990 
to 133 in 1994). 


At another, this has taken the form of an obviously 
higher international profile, with our own superstar, 
President Mandela, in the forefront, followed by Thabo 
Mbeki, F W de Klerk, Alfred Nzo, Aziz Pahad and 
even Archbishop Desmond Tutu completing the reborn 
image. 


South Africa has essentially pursued a foreign policy 
of openness towards all states: "universality" is the 
favoured DFA term. In this, South Africa has attempted 
to use the successes of its recent transformation to main- 
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tain the strong, moral high ground in the international 
community, where the establishment of relations with 
all nations symbolises the Government’s perception of 
what sort of state South Africa should be and thus what 
democratic message it wishes to broadcast. 


Hence the maintenance of all "old" inter-state relations 
and the establishment of many new bilateral and multi- 
lateral ties. Yet within this broad and ephemeral policy 
rubric there has been substance, notably: 


— Mandela’s active role in peace facilitation in African 
crises such as Angola, Mozambique and Lesotho. 


— The cultivation of international investment — here 
the three M’s (Mandela, Mbeki and Manuel) have been 
prominent. 


— The creative role played in the renegotiation of the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 


— A rhetorical undertaking to Africa, and the further- 
ance, to quote Nzo, "of peace and democracy, human 
rights, sustainable development, protection of the envi- 
ronment, and disarmament". 


In contrast to the latter commitment, South Africa has 
displayed a reluctance to become involved in African 
peacekeeping operations, due mainly, in the words 
of Minister of Defence Joe Modise, to the "need to 
concentrate our attention on the problems we face at 
home". 


The pursuit of any state’s national interest should be 
the priority objective of its foreign policy. In this 
sense, it concerns the achievement of national peace 
and prosperity. 


In respect of military security it is necessary to distin- 
guish between internal and external demands and ac- 
tions. In the foreign domain, South Africa has to rank 
its security interests, mindful too that as Bosnia, Soma- 
lia, Chechnya and Liberia illustrate, the end of the Cold 
War has not resulted in peace. 


As we are linked geographically with southern Africa, 
our national security interest is inextricably tied up 
with the region’s interests. Similarly, we have to com- 
bine also with international security concerns, especially 
through the United Nations. But our national security 
interests are primarily of sovereignty and guardianship, 
and are linked to the need to ensure economic prosper- 


ity. 
As for the economic area of foreign relations, here the 
interest is reflected in the nature of ties and the extent 


of contact with our key trading partners and investors. 
In this way the allocation of funds for missions abroad, 
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for example, should be targeted for the benefit of the 
national economy. 


The political interest invested in foreign affairs is re- 
flected in the establishment of foreign ties and can send 
out an important political message — both to one’s own 
constituencies and to the wider international community. 
Put simply, in the Cold War, strong relations with the 
East bloc would have placed one in a clearly defined po- 
litical and economic camp; today, relations with certain 
countries can send out messages about a commitment 
to human rights. 


During the foreign policy budget debate, the Freedom 
Front emphasised the need for foreign policy guidelines 
— that we should not treat all countries with the same 
broad brush, but apply deft touches over issues such as 
the Kurdish minority in Iraq or the Tamils in Sri Lanka. 


It is crucial for South Africa to consider its national 
interest in the pursuit of its foreign policy: is the 
national interest best served by maintaining relations 
with Taiwan at the expense of Red China, for example; 
how does our involvement in peacekeeping operations 
reflect our interests, where should we open new missions 
abroad — and should these reflect our "African priority" 
or the importance of our traditional trading partners; and 
how seriously do we take our commitment to human 
rights? 


European Country To Share Military Exercise 


MBO0106131095 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 1 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The first large-scale military 
exercise on South African soil involving a major West- 
ern European power will take place later this year. The 
exercise, called Southern Cross, will be held at the 
(Lehatla) Army Battle School in Northern Cape in Oc- 
tober and November. 


About one-and-a-half Army divisions from South Africa 
and a regiment from Europe will take part, as well as 
the South Africa Air Force and Navy. A senior officer 
at the Army battle school, Lieutenant Colonel Brahm 
van Wyk, said the participation of the Western power 
was already in an advanced planning stage. He did not 
want to reveal the identity of the particular country at 
this stage. 


Col. Van Wyk said European military visitors to South 
Africa had expressed an interest in using (Lehatla) for 
their own military exercises, mainly because space for 
large-scale exercises was limited in Europe. 
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Minister Launches Land Reform Pilot Program 


MB2805151795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1410 GMT 28 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pietersburg May 28 SAPA — 
The government will never again “push people from 
their land", Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom said 
on Sunday [29 May]. 


Speaking at the official handing over of the Gillemburg 
Farms near Potgietersrus in the Northern Transvaal to 
the provincial government, Mr Hanekom said apartheid 
had "messed up things” all over the country and that 
the maladies of apartheid policies posed different new 
challenges and solutions to problems. 


The launch of the pilot Land Reform Programme (LRP) 
differed from province to province and therefore there 
was no single solution or formula to be prescribed, he 
said. 


"The government is promoting creativity, energy and a 
will to correct all problems which face us. It is important 
to take note that the pilot LRP has to benefit the poor," 
Mr Hanekom said. 


He added that the redistribution of land had an element 
of potential conflict and therefore it was up to the 
people to show that by giving energy, commitment, 
goodwill and cooperation, a success could be made of 
the programme. 


He urged residents and workers on the farms to make 
use of their relevant provincial departments, such as 
land affairs, so that "we can show that President Nelson 
Mandela did not serve more than 20 years in prison for 
nothing”. 


Mr Hanekom said some of the R35 million [rands] 
granted to the Northern Transvaal would be used to buy 
land to settle people. He warned that it was not a large 
amount as millions would have to be spent on education, 
housing and health and that the grant should be used 
wisely to ensure that the poor would also benefit. 


South African Press Review for 1 Jun 
MBO0106130995 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 


‘Endless Tinkering’ With Truth Commission — Com- 
menting on the ANC’s proposal of automatic indem- 
nity for its leaders under the Truth Commission, Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 1 June says 
busy cabinet ministers "should not have to queue at the 
commission to be indemnified for peccadillos, and MK 
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[Umkhonto we Sizwe — Spear of the Nation; ANC mil- 
itary wing] operatives should not be penalised because 
they waged an irregular war." However, the editorial 
asks why these issues have been raised at the “tail end 
of the legislative process, further delaying the establish- 
ment of the Truth Commission.” The commission was 
Originally seen as a key instrument of national recon- 
ciliation. "Endless tinkering and consultation make it 
increasingly unlikely that it will play this role." 


SOWETAN 


‘Plight’ of Black Policemen — Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English on 1 June in a page 10 editorial com- 
ments on the "plight" of black policemen, noting how 
they have to work "under racist provocation from their 
white colleagues." SOWETAN believes this explains the 
"rising crime rate and why the morale in the police force 
is so low." SOWETAN believes there should be a "com- 
plete overhaul" of the police force. "This is a grave busi- 
ness that has to be dealt with not only by Safety and 
Security Minister Mr Sydney Mufamadi, who is prob- 
ably very much aware of it, but also by the President 
himself. Crime will continue to flourish until this cancer 
of racism has been surgically removed from the force." 


CAPE TIMES 


Mandela Needs To Assert Authority in Cabinet — A 
page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
on 29 May refers to the "clash" between Inkatha’ Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and President Nelson Mandela, 
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saying it is "up to President Mandela to take an initiative 
for peace, persuading Chief Buthelezi to enter into 
private diplomacy in place of public denunciation." 
Meanwhile, there is an "immediate" need to curb 
the violence in KwaZulu.Natal and to restore greater 
cohesion in the government of national unity. "There 
are limits to the freedom which members of the Cabinet 
may enjoy to undermine policy and denounce their own 
government in public. President Mandela would do well 
to assert his authority in Cabinet while pursuing all 
possible means of negotiation to reach an agreement." 


MAYIBUYE 


ANC’s ‘Main Mistakes’ — A page 14 editorial in Jo- 
hannesburg MAYIBUYE in English on 1 May focuses 
on the ANC’s first year of democracy in South Africa, 
saying one of its "main mistakes" has been to focus 
on the new task of governance "at the expense of the 
branches, regions and provinces of our organisation. It 
is true that the move into government has drained the 
Organisation’s structures of some of its most active lead- 
ership. It is true that we didn’t prepare a new layer of 
leadership to take their place, and it is true that we didn’t 
undergo a thorough process of deciding where individ- 
ual people could best be deployed." Now the ANC faces 
the challenge of improving its performance in govern- 
ment, as well as “building our structures into vibrant 
and powerful vehicles of change." If "we are to succeed 
at either, we need to see them as equally important el- 
ements." 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-106 
2 June 1995 


Guinea 


Soldiers Arrest 100 Opposition RPG Supporters 


AB02061 10995 London BBC World Service 
in English 0600 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[From the African news] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Soldiers in Guinea-Conakry 
have arrested about 100 supporters of one of the 
country’s main opposition parties, the Guinean People’s 
Rally, or RPG. They were arrested as they travelled 
to the town of Mandiana in the north of the country, 
where the party leader, Alpha Conde, was due to make 
a speech. A senior official from the RPG, Mohamed 
Diana, said their supporters were being held at a 
military camp in the town of Tantan, south of Mandiana. 
Guinea is due to hold its first multiparty elections since 
independence in 1958, in nine days’ time. 


Nigeria 


‘More Than 50’ Opposition Leaders Arrested 


AB0206114295 Paris AFP in English 
1131 GMT 2 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, June 2 (AFP) — Se- 
curity officers detained more than 50 Nigerian opposi- 
tion leaders, including Chief Michael Adekunle Ajasin, 
86, in massive raids in three different parts of Nigeria, 
sources said Friday [2 June]. 


Chief Ajasin, a leading founder of the opposition Na- 
tional Democratic Coalition (NADECO), was arrested at 
his home in Owo, along with scores of others attending 
a meeting of the "Afenifere", a group inside NADECO, 
his wife told AFP. 


Newspapers, which splashed reports of Thursday’s 
swoops in Owo, Ilorin and Lagos across front pages, 
put the number of arrests at between 50 and 78 people. 


The octogenarian, one of the architects of Nigerian 
independence and a former civilian governor of south- 
western Ondo state (1979- 83), and those arrested with 
him are likely to appear in court Friday on charges of 
unlawful assembly, Babafunke Ajasin said by telephone 
from Owo from here. 


The "Afenifere" group is the core group inside 
NADECO and is made up mainly of prominent politi- 
cians from the Yoruba ethnic group in southwestern 
Nigeria. 


Several labour activists and opposition members, includ- 
ing ex- civilian governor and leading NADECO mem- 
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ber, Chief Cornelius Adebayo, were arrested Thursday 
in Ilorin, the capital of the central Kwara state, aly. 
legedly in connection with Wednesday's bomb blast in 
the city stadium during the official launch of a govern- 
ment project. 


Three people were killed and more than 20 others 
were injured in the explosion, which took place in 
the presence of dignataries including the chief of the 
army, General Alwali Kazir, and several state military 
administrators. 


In Lagos, Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti, the chairman of the 
Campaign for Democracy (CD), the militant wing of 
the opposition to the junta, was arrested Thursday at his 
Lagos residence. 


He was released in the night of the same day after 
interrogation, a source close to his family told AFP 
Friday. 


The clampdown on the opposition, which began last 
week, could be part of a bid by an apparently panicky 
government to forestall any form of demonstration as 
the second anniversary of the June 1993 presidential 
election, annuled by the military, draws near, observers 
noted. 


The election was widely believed to have been won 
by Moslem tycoon Chief Moshood Abiola, currently 
detained in Abuja on charges of treason, after he 
declared himself president of the nation on the basis 
of that election. 


The NADECO has called on the military to recognise 
the Abiola victory’s on June 12, 1993, by releasing him 
from prison and installing him as president. 


NPFL’s Taylor Arrives for Meeting With Abacha 


AB0206074095 Paris AFP in French 
2205 GMT | Jun 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abuja, 1 Jun (AFP) — 
Charles Taylor, the leader of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia, arrived this evening in Abuja. Sources 
close to the Nigerian presidency report that Taylor is 
expected to meet with Nigerian leader General Sani 
Abacha tomorrow. 


The rebel leader, who launched the Liberian civil war 
in 1989, arrived at the head of a 70-member delegation. 
He was welcomed at the Abuja Airport by a top official 
of the Nigerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. [passage 
omitted] 
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